
The Commercial Review
Saturday, April 25, 2020

The high temperature Friday
in Jay County was 63 degrees.
Today’s forecast calls for a high

in the mid 60s with rain showers
in the afternoon and winds at 15 to
25 miles per hour and more rain
continuing into Sunday morning.

Skies will be overcast later in the
day with wind gusts of  30 mph or
higher possible. The low will be
35. Expect mostly sunny skies
Monday with a high of  63.
See page 2 for an extended out-

look.

Jay County Health Depart-
ment on Friday reported two
new confirmed cases of
COVID-19. The county now
has a total of  12 cases. As of
Monday, 111 Jay County resi-
dents have been tested for the
disease caused by coron-
avirus.

Tonight would have been
prom night for Jay County and
Fort Recovery high school stu-
dents. Instead, our prom spe-
cial section is in today’s news-
paper featuring all of  the stu-
dents who got dressed up and
sent us their photos. To see the
entire section in color, visit
thecr.com.
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By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review
Prom is a marquee event.
The chance to go shopping

for a dress to find “the one,”
then don perfect makeup and
an intricate updo to complete
the look is a little girl’s dream.
For the guys, prom can be a

chance to suit up for the first
time.
A ton of  planning goes into

making everything perfect for
one spring Saturday evening.
No amount of  preparation can
help fathom the impact the
worst pandemic in more than a
century can have on such an
event.
Tonight would have been

that special night for Jay
County and Fort Recovery
high school students, but the
ongoing coronavirus has
stripped them of  the chance, at
least for now.
“I wasn’t too upset about it

at first, but then it all started to
sink in and it hit me,” said
Emma James, a JCHS senior.
“I realized that my senior year
really is over and those memo-
ries that I’m supposed to be
making I won’t have the
chance to anymore.”
James chose her dress long

before COVID-19 started to
grip the nation in early March.
Her dark red, two-piece dress
was far from the sparkly and
flashy one she donned as a jun-
ior, and once she saw it she did-
n’t bother looking elsewhere.
“This year I wanted to go

simplistic and as soon as I saw
that dress it was what I want-
ed,” she said.
Some students, like JCHS

senior Trevor Shaneyfelt,
expected the annual prome-
nade to be canceled because of
how quickly other events, both
in the county and statewide,
were being impacted.
Mikale Knight said she was

upset at first, but her thoughts
changed quickly.

“At first I felt kind of  self-
ish to mourn the prom
because it seemed like a big
thing to me when it was small
to everything else that was

going on,” she said. “I was
not prepared for it. I was
expecting to have it and to
have the time with my
friends.”

Knight’s bouffant dress has
a floral pattern on top. The
bottom has flowing tulle with
polka dots.

See Dancing page 2

No dancing

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Conjugating verbs one

week.
Decorating Easter eggs

the next.
Jay County High

School German teacher
Anni McClung has
worked to keep the cur-
riculum she uses in the
classroom while also inte-
grating fun elements as
the educational process
has shifted to e-learning
because of  the coron-
avirus pandemic.
McClung received plen-

ty of  emails touting
online resources for
teaching German, but she
chose her own path.
“I just feel that that

would both overwhelm
me and my students. And
I do have a curriculum

that I follow,” said
McClung, who teaches
German II, German III
and AP German IV/V.
“And my students, with
German as a foreign lan-
guage being a class that
continues in level … I do
want them to be pre-
pared. …
“So I decided for myself

that I would stick to my
original curriculum and
make it work online. So I

spend a lot of  time digi-
tizing those lessons.”
She uses Google Forms

and Google Slides for that
purpose, including pho-
tos and listening activi-
ties from her textbook in
her new online offerings.
And she uses virtual
meetings and video apps
so that she can hear them
speak her native lan-
guage.
See Curriculum page 2

Curriculum kept
For her German class

with teacher Anni
McClung, Jay County
High School freshman
Renna Schwieterman
and her fellow students
decorated eggs in a
traditional German style.
Her sisters Hallie (back),
Whitney (front) and
Karsyn (center) joined
her in the fun. After the
eggs were complete,
McClung’s students
used Flipgrid to record
videos of themselves
describing their eggs in
German.

Still learning, from a distance

McClung has transformed
her in-classroom teaching
to use online platforms

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review
What’s essential?
The executive order issued by

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb in the
face of  the coronavirus pandemic
spells out in broad terms what
operations are essential and
which ones are non-essential.
But there’s still been some con-

fusion on the part of  the public.
“Pretty much all of  the manu-

facturing base here is essential,”
Jay County Health Department
environmentalist and adminis-
trator Heath Butz said this week.
Companies like Tyson Mexi-

can Original and Ardagh are a
part of  the chain that puts food
and beverages on retail shelves.
Others like MSSL Wiring Sys-

tems LLC have contracts for gov-
ernment work.
“Most of  the manufacturing

here is part of  the chain,” said
Butz.
He noted the department has

received some questions and
complaints but is referring those
to the governor’s complaint por-
tal at in.gov.dol/3145.htm, adding
that enforcement of  the order is a
state responsibility.
Holcomb’s order stresses that

even those businesses and opera-
tions that are considered essen-
tial should comply with the social
distancing guidelines from the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, including 6-foot dis-
tancing on the part of  employees
and the general public.
Retail businesses that are con-

sidered essential include grocery
stores, supercenters and mass
merchandisers like Walmart,
specialty food stores, farm and
produce stands, farmer’s markets
that have been certified by the
state, convenience stores, gas sta-
tions, pharmacies, automobile
dealerships, auto parts supply
stores, farm equipment outlets,
construction equipment compa-
nies, liquor stores, hardware and
supply stores, office supply
stores, pet supply stores, bicycle
shops, gun stores, garden centers
and nurseries and building mate-
rial suppliers like Menard’s.

See Essential page 2

Most local
manufacturing

operations
qualify under

Holcomb’s order

Essential
business?
Many in
Jay County
make list
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Twins Hannah (left) and Emma (right) James and their fellow seniors had planned
to spend this evening promenading into the Jay County High School gym, taking photos with
family and friends, and then dancing the night away. But the coronavirus pandemic has
forced the cancellation or postponement of all school-related events. Instead, the James
twins got dressed up and took their prom pictures this week.

Students
adjust as
pandemic

derails their
prom night



Continued from page 1
While freshman Renna

Schwieterman said learn-
ing German via e-learning
is tougher than other class-
es, she added students meet
in their small groups with
McClung each e-learning
day.
“If  we have any ques-

tions, she’ll answer them.
… She’ll always help out,”
said Schwieterman. “She’s
usually pretty active on
email. … It’s good to keep
up because she’s always
answering.”
For a recent lesson on

modal verbs — to be able to,
to have to, to want to, etc. —
McClung included a Ger-
man news article about
how coronavirus is affect-
ing lives. Then she asked
the students to answer a
series of  yes/no questions
based on the article.
The students uploaded

their answers via Flipgrid.
Then they each had to lis-
ten to three of  their class-
mates’ videos and fill in
answers on a BINGO grid.
“That was like my assess-

ment that they understood
what they were doing
because I could hear them, I
could see them fill in their
answers,” she said.
The timing fell perfectly

for the egg assignment, as
the next chapter in the Ger-
man textbook was about
holidays, dates and greet-
ings like “Happy Easter.”
It’s tradition in Germany

to blow out eggs, decorate
them and hang them to
brighten their homes.
McClung used Flipgrid and
Google Slides to show her
students the process.
“I really wanted them to

get creative because we
have been encouraged to
give them lessons that they
can do away from the com-
puter,” said McClung. “So
this was perfect. And if
they wanted to, I encour-
aged them to involve the
entire family — blow out
eggs, eat omelets and deco-
rate eggs.”

Schwieterman’s family
did that, as her younger sis-
ters Hallie, Karsyn and
Whitney joined to decorate
eggs of  their own.
“I guess they thought it

was fun,” said Schwieter-
man. “They saw me doing
it. … So they just wanted to
do a project and help out a
little bit.”
But the assignment was-

n’t just about making East-
er decorations. When the
eggs were done, the stu-
dents were asked to upload
a video to Flipgrid describ-
ing their eggs, what colors
they used and who helped
them, all in German.
“The kids seemed to real-

ly enjoy it,” said McClung.
“There were some very
nice eggs. …
“The kids were creative.

It was a lot of  fun.”
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ELECT
GAIL SIEGRIST 

DUES
Jay County Superior Court Judge

Paid for by the committee to elect Gail Dues for Jay Superior Court Judge

RE-ELECT

MAX C. LUDY, JR.
JUDGE

JAY SUPERIOR COURT

Experienced, Trained
Dedicated, & Fair 

Paid For The Committee To Re-Elect Max C. Ludy, Jr.

Today in history

Lotteries

CR almanac
Sunday
4/26

Monday
4/27

Tuesday
4/28

Wednesday
4/29

Thursday
4/30

55/37 61/47 67/53 62/46 61/47
Tempera-

tures will get
colder in addi-
tion to a 60%
chance of
rain. Wind
gusts up to
25 mph.

50%
chance of rain
during the day
but tempera-
tures will still
be warm.
Winds around
16 mph.

80%
chance of
rain during
the day and
80% at night.
Tempera-
tures will stay
warm, though

Warmer
though
there’s a 60%
chance of
rain during
the day. Pos-
sible thunder-
storms late.

Mostly
sunny with a
40% chance
of rain in the
evening.
Slightly
warmer than
Sunday.

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 5-7-8
Daily Four: 2-4-8-2
Quick Draw: 3-5-8-12-

20-34-35-39-44-45-48-55-58-
61-62-70-71-73-77-80

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 6-6-2
Pick 4: 1-5-9-4
Pick 5: 7-6-6-1-1
Evening
Pick 3: 5-0-5

Pick 4: 2-6-8-7
Pick 5: 4-9-4-4-0
Rolling Cash: 3-10-22-

34-37
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $37

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$174 million

Markets

On April 25, 1945,
during World War II, U.S.
and Soviet forces linked
up on the Elbe River, a
meeting that dramatized
the collapse of  Nazi Ger-
many’s defenses. Dele-
gates from some 50 coun-
tries gathered in San
Francisco to organize
the United Nations.
In 1507, a world map

produced by German
cartographer Martin
Waldseemueller con-
tained the first recorded
use of  the term “Ameri-
ca,” in honor of  Italian
navigator Amerigo
Vespucci.
In 1859, ground was

broken for the Suez
Canal.
In 1898, the United

States Congress declared
war on Spain; the 10-
week conflict resulted in
an American victory.
In 1915, during World

War I, Allied soldiers
invaded the Gallipoli
Peninsula in an unsuc-
cessful attempt to take
the Ottoman Empire out
of  the war.
In 1959, the St.

Lawrence Seaway
opened to shipping.
In 1968, Geneva Town

Council hired Ben Eiting
of  Fort Recovery as the

town’s new marshal,
street superintendent
and water superintend-
ent.
In 1983, 10-year-old

Samantha Smith of
Manchester, Maine,
received a reply from
Soviet leader Yuri V.
Andropov to a letter
she’d written expressing
her concerns about
nuclear war; Andropov
gave assurances that the
Soviet Union did not
want war, and invited
Samantha to visit his
country, a trip she made
in July.
In 1990, the Hubble

Space Telescope was
deployed in orbit from
the space shuttle Discov-
ery. (It was later discov-
ered that the telescope’s
primary mirror was
flawed, requiring the
installation of  corrective
components to achieve
optimal focus.)
In 1992, Islamic forces

in Afghanistan took con-
trol of  most of  the capi-
tal of  Kabul following
the collapse of  the Com-
munist government.
In 2015, A magnitude-

7.8 earthquake in Nepal
killed more than 8,200
people.

—AP and The CR

Citizen’s calendar
Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audi-
torium, Jay County
Courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

May 4
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, via Zoom
7 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, via
Zoom.

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.01
May corn..................3.01
Beans........................8.37
May beans ................8.42
Wheat ......................5.22

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
April corn ................3.26
May corn..................3.26
June corn ................3.26

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................2.96

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.05
May corn..................3.08
Beans........................8.26
May beans ................8.24
Wheat ......................5.20
July wheat................5.20

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................3.11
May corn..................3.11
Beans........................8.35
May beans ................8.35
Wheat ...................... 5.27
May wheat .............. 5.27

Continued from page 1
“I loved the uniqueness of  it

and how I didn’t think a lot of
people would choose it as their
first choice,” said Knight, who
like many girls purchased her
dress long before it was
announced April 2 that Indiana
schools would be closed for the
remainder of  the 2019-20 year
thus forcing prom to be can-
celed. “Thought about getting a
dress no one else would get.”
Gyms are packed to the

rafters wishing to get a glance at
all the elegance. Boys and girls
dressed to the nines taking pic-
tures for and with both friends

and family is one of  the biggest
draws to prom each year. Jay
County senior Mackynzie
Fairchild was looking forward
to the photographs and the
memories they would have cre-
ated.
“But what I was looking for-

ward to most about prom was
dancing my life away with my
friends and classmates,” she
said. “You can dance and have
fun with whoever you want. It’s
a night full of  building relation-
ships and creating new ones.
“I’m going to miss the care-

free, positive and hyped attitude
throughout it when there’s not

judgement or drama because
everyone is dressed to their best
and people can be themselves
for the night.”
Prom can be fun for the guys,

too. Shaneyfelt, who had pur-
chased a gray suit to match the
dress of  his date, Allison Jobe,
was counting on letting his long,
curly red hair flow down the
shoulders of  his suit while liv-
ing up the night with his
friends.
Plans have already been put

in place for an alternate gradua-
tion at Jay County, and Jay
Schools superintendent Jeremy
Gulley remains adamant prom

— in some shape or form — will
still happen albeit not tonight.
Fairchild, James, Shaneyfelt

and Knight are all hopeful the
administration and the senior
class officers will work together
to ensure a safe environment for
all.
But for many, their night won’t

go as planned. James said she’d
probably just have a movie night
with her twin sister, Hannah.
Knight said she sent an email

to all of  the senior girls asking for
a video clip of  them in their
respective dresses. She plans to
compile them into a single video. 
And for some, their prom attire

is featured in a special section in
today’s issue of  The Commercial
Review.
“I really liked the idea,” James

said. “Some people spend so
much money on dresses for them
to not be shown off  so I thought it
was a really good idea.
“It also gave us something to

do. Just take day to get ready then
do pictures. It actually gave us the
opportunity to put on the dress
instead of  it just sitting in a clos-
et until it can be worn. One of  my
favorite parts about prom last
year was seeing all the different
dresses so it’ll be nice to still get
to see them.”

Dancing ...

Continued from page 1
Also exempt are operations involv-

ing agriculture and food and bever-
age production, news media, non-
profit organizations that provide
charitable and social services and
religious entities.
Banks, finance companies, payday

lenders and insurance companies are
also considered essential along with

building, construction and other
trades such as plumbers, electricians,
exterminators and the like. Shipping
and delivery services are also consid-
ered essential, as are taxis and laun-
dromats. Funeral homes are also
essential.
Restaurants and bars that serve

food are limited to delivery, drive-
through, carryout or curbside pick-

up. Professional services, such as
legal services, accounting services,
insurance services and real estate
services should be conducted virtual-
ly or by phone whenever possible, the
order states.
In all cases, the CDC guidelines on

social distancing should be followed,
including limiting the number of  cus-
tomers in a retail setting. 

Essential ...

Curriculum ...
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Spreading the message
Erika Kunkler, a 2017 Jay County High School graduate and Ball State University

junior, paints the #JayTogether message Wednesday morning on the window at Adams
Physical Therapy in Portland.



Rep. Jim Banks
announced this week that
due to concerns related to
COVID-19, his office is
switching to an electronic
submission process for the
2020 Congressional Art
Competition. 
The annual competition

is open to all high school
students in the 3rd Dis-
trict. The overall winning
work in the district’s com-
petition will be displayed
for one year in the U.S.
Capitol. The winning stu-
dent artist will receive two
tickets to Washington,
D.C., from Southwest Air-
lines to attend a reception
in June.
The 2020 contest theme

is patriotism.
All submissions are due

by Friday, May 15, and par-
ticipants should email
their submission to Rep-
Banks.Art@mail.house.go
v.

Banks’ office said the
email submission should
contain the following
attachments:
•A clear, high-resolution

picture of  the students’
artwork uploaded in a
PDF, JPEG or PNG file.
•A scanned, signed copy

of  the Student Informa-
tion & Release Form, com-
plete to the best of  the stu-
dent’s ability, and
uploaded as a PDF.
The subject line of  the

email should read “2020
Congressional Art Compe-
tition Submission.”
The email body should

include the student’s
name, the name of  the
school, the art teacher’s

name, the student’s grade
level, the title of  the art-
work, the medium used
and a description of  the
work.
The description should

express why the student
believes the piece encap-
sulates this year’s theme.

Police pick-up
The Dunkirk Police

Department is partnering
with Dunkirk Church of
the Nazarene’s food
pantry during the COVID-
19 pandemic.
Because many have

been without income, the
food pantry, which has
been in operation for more
than seven years, is seeing
a jump in traffic.
The food pantry, which

is completely free, is open
the second Thursday of
each month from 1 to 3
p.m.. Those wishing to
donate food items can
drop the items on their
front porch and contact
the police department
between the hours of  9
a.m. and 5 p.m.
A Dunkirk police officer

will then pick up the dona-
tions and deliver them to
the food pantry.
Doing it this way com-

plies with social distanc-
ing guidelines while still
helping other Dunkirk cit-
izens, noted Chief  Dane
Mumbower.

No banquet
Madison School alumni

have joined others in can-
celing this year’s alumni
banquet because of  the
pandemic. The alumni
association’s annual
scholarships will still be
awarded this year through
The Portland Foundation.
Those wishing to donate

to the scholarship fund
should send donations to
Dennis Theurer, Scholar-
ship Fund Donation, 14429
E. 196th St., Noblesville,
Indiana 46060.

Donations sought
The United Way of  Jay

County is accepting cash
donations for COVID-19
Relief.
Checks should be made

payable to the United Way
of  Jay County.   
These funds will go to

agencies and organiza-
tions who are assisting
those who are in need at
this time for such things
as food, rental assistance
and medical assistance. 
Donors should please

note on the check that this
is for COVID-19 Relief. 
Donations can be mailed

to United Way of  Jay
County, P O Box 204, Port-
land, IN  47371. They can
also be dropped off  at the
First Financial Bank’s
night deposit box.

By RILEY EUBANKS
The Commercial Review
For the second year in a

row, Gwyneth Harris is on
top.
The Redkey native

turned Ball State Univer-
sity student was awarded
the Lester Schmidt Memo-
rial Scholarship for hav-
ing the highest grade
point average in the
school’s history depart-
ment. This is the second
consecutive year she has
won this scholarship.
Harris, a 22-year-old jun-

ior majoring in public his-
tory and anthropology,
also enrolled into the
BSU’s honors college this
year and has an intern-
ship lined up this summer
with the Indiana Medical
History museum in Indi-
anapolis.
That internship will

likely have to be complet-
ed at least in part remote-
ly, however, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Currently, Harris is liv-

ing in Redkey while taking
online classes and work-
ing at her job in Min-
netrista remotely, which
has been a big adjustment
for her.
“It feel likes I have no

time to do what I do,” said
Harris, who added finding
a work-life balance at
home is difficult. She has
taken classes online
before, but not from home.
She completed an entire
semester from Wales last
fall during a semester
abroad.
Her interest in history

was instilled by her moth-
er, Chris, who has been
active in the Jay County
Historical Society. Harris

herself  serves on Redkey’s
preservation committee.
Lately, however, she has

become more interested in
medical history, which
correlates with her inter-
est in early 20th century
American history. 
The irony of  becoming

an intern for a medical
history museum during a
viral outbreak is not lost
to her, but she is excited
for the opportunity
nonetheless.
As she enters her final

year at Ball State, she is
considering pursuing
graduate school some-
where in Indiana to study
some sort of  history.

Harris credits her years
of  home schooling for
instilling a love of  learn-
ing and history. She was
allowed to research vari-
ous topics she was inter-
ested in at her own pace,
which was instrumental
in expanding her horizons
and creating a love for his-
tory.
She never thought about

going to college growing
up, she said, so when it
came time she first went
to Ivy Tech to figure out
what she wanted to do. She
went from there to
enrolling at BSU in the
spring semester of  2016,
originally focusing on

anthropology, archeology
and music.
After taking a public

history class, she realized
how much history can be
immersive and loved
interacting with people
and talking about history.
She then dropped music
and archeology in favor of
public history.
“I like it because I like

finding new ways in
engaging the public with
history,” Harris said.
After she changed her

major, the rest is history
and now she’s at the top of
her class in her depart-
ment for the second
straight year.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
NOW OPEN
R&C Flowers
4345 E 900 N • Bryant, IN
• Seeds • Rhubarb
•Berry Plants • Seed Potatoes
• Onion Plants • Asparagus

Shrubs, Baskets, Perennials, Annuals
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Sons may view
move as picking
one over other
DEAR ABBY: My wife

and I have a dilemma we
don't know how to handle.
We both recently retired.
Our sons (both married
with children) live in
other states. Since my wife
and I no longer have fami-
ly here, we are going to
move close to one of  our
sons. Our dilemma: They
both want us to move near
them, but they are 2,000
miles apart. 
Both of  the states they

live in are similar in
terms of  taxes, home
prices, cost of  living, etc.
We have decided where we
would like to go and found
a home to purchase. How
do we tell our other son
why we moved where we
did? He's going to be very
hurt and feel that we favor
his brother, which couldn't
be further from the truth.
Both are financially stable
(as are my wife and I), so
that is not an issue. 
I'm sure many people

would feel blessed to have
two sons who both want
their parents close by. How
do we tell one we picked
the other? — NEARBY IN
CALIFORNIA
DEAR NEARBY: Do
not tell either brother
that you picked the one
you did. You chose a
LOCATION. 
Why did you arrive at
the decision you did?
Make a list of  the rea-
sons you made your
choice and recite them
when you are asked.
You are all adults. Your
reasons are valid ones,
and this should not be
couched in terms of  one
son being loved better
than the other, which is
childish.
DEAR ABBY: Seven

years ago, I found out my
husband hadn't paid our
mortgage and credit card
bills for more than two
years, and our home of  23
years was in pre-foreclo-
sure. Once the secret was
out, we managed to save
the house (thankfully). 
Problem is, I no longer

trust my husband and
often doubt what he says.
My priority was to save
our home, but now I am no
longer sure I want to stay
with him. 
Our 40th anniversary is

this year, but I feel bitter
and resentful about his
irresponsible decisions. I
want to leave, but I'm
scared I am making the
wrong decision. Help,
please. — MIXED UP IN
MASSACHUSETTS
DEAR MIXED UP:
Because I have no idea
why your husband
behaved so irresponsi-
bly, you need to hash
this out with a licensed

marriage and family
therapist. You should
also consult an attorney.
IF you decide to stay, it
is imperative that you
be in a position to close-
ly monitor any financial
actions and obligations
in your household.
DEAR ABBY: I like to

jump on our neighbors'
trampoline when they're
out of  town. I have been
doing it for decades. Nor-
mally it's no big deal, but
last weekend they
returned home earlier
than usual and caught me
in the act. Now my wife is
ashamed to show her face
around the neighborhood,
and she's blaming me for
the whole thing. 
Abby, I have a simple

solution to this mess. If
the neighbors don't want
me jumping on their tram-
poline, they should cough
up the money for a privacy
fence. Don't you agree? —
BOUNCING INTO TROU-
BLE
DEAR BOUNCING: If
you are so jumpy and
can't keep your feet on
the ground, it may be
time to buy your own
trampoline, which
would save your wife a
world of  embarrass-
ment.
Your comment about
the neighbors building
a fence may have been
offered in jest, but it is
sensible. If  someone's
child were to play on
that trampoline in their
absence and be injured,
your neighbor could
wind up paying a lot
more than the cost of  a
fence.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
What teens need to

know about sex, drugs,
AIDS and getting along
with peers and parents is
in "What Every Teen
Should Know." Send your
name and mailing
address, plus check or
money order for $8 (U.S.
funds) to: Dear Abby, Teen
Booklet, P.O. Box 447,
Mount Morris, IL 61054-
0447. (Shipping and han-
dling are included in the
price.)

Photo provided

Gwyneth Harris has been awarded the Lester Schmidt Memorial
Scholarship two years in a row as the top history student at Ball State
University.

She’s
making
history

District art contest online
Taking
Note

Dear
Abby
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Ill-advised.
That’s one way to describe it.

Some of  the others probably don’t
belong in print.
State Rep. J.D. Prescott (R-

Union City), whose district
includes Jay County, Randolph
County and part of  Delaware
County, was one of  four state rep-
resentatives along with Jim
Lucas, Christy Stutzman and
Christopher Judy who sent a let-
ter dated April 20 to Indiana Gov.
Eric Holcomb. In short, it ques-
tioned Holcomb’s most recent
extension of  the state’s stay-at-
home order through May 1 and
called for reopening the Hoosier
economy now.
The letter made a variety of

arguments that do not hold water.
Let’s take a look:
•”The original prediction of  the

number to succumb to COVID-19
has been significantly reduced
downward.”
Yes, that is true. But that’s not

an argument to end social-dis-
tancing. If  anything, it’s an argu-

ment to continue the practice that
has been successful in helping us
avoid a massive spike in infec-
tions.
•”Since the original executive

orders were implemented, we
have also discovered many forms
of  effective treatments using
existing medications.”
False. Simply false.
Corticosteroids have been used

to treat some patients, but their
effectiveness has not been deter-
mined. There are no FDA-
approved drugs that have been
proven safe and effective against
COVID-19
There are theories.
There are trials.
There are absolutely not

“many forms of  effective treat-
ments.”
•”It has since been discovered

that countless people have either
already had the virus or current-
ly have it yet are asymptomatic.”
Absolutely not. In fact, as of

Thursday, 75,553 Hoosiers have
been tested. They are counting.
And that count is barely over 1%
of  the state’s more than 6.7 mil-
lion residents. Beyond that, the
fact that someone can have the
virus and be asymptomatic
shows just how dangerous it is.
You, the editor of  a newspaper or
even a state representative can be
a carrier without even knowing
it.
We thoroughly understand the

desire to get our economy opened
back up. We, like everyone, want
to be able to go out to eat, attend a
concert or just get together with
friends in public.
Perhaps no one is more anx-

ious to get the country reopened
than President Donald Trump.
But even he said Wednesday he

“disagreed strongly” with Geor-
gia Gov. Brian Kemp’s move to
ease his state’s month-long shut-
down.
The federal government has set

out sensible guidelines — white-
house.gov/openingamerica — for
reopening. One of  the criteria is
to have a downward trajectory of
documented cases or a downward
trajectory of  positive tests as a
percentage of  total tests. Indiana
has not yet come close to meeting
either.
The coronavirus pandemic has

made amateur epidemiologists of
us all. Everyone has an opinion.
But not all of  our opinions should
hold the same weight. 
The opinions that matter most

are not those of  Prescott, his fel-
low representatives or even this
newspaper. Rather, the most
important opinions are those of
experts like Indiana State Health
Commissioner Dr. Kristina Box,
like Ohio Department of  Health
director Dr. Amy Acton, like Dr.
Anthony Fauci, who has served

as director of  the National Insti-
tute of  Allergy and Infectious dis-
ease since the Reagan adminis-
tration, like the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention and
like the leaders of  our own local
hospitals.
To his credit, Holcomb is fol-

lowing the advice of  medical
experts. And he’s collaborating
with governors of  other Midwest
states about when and how Indi-
ana should begin to lift stay-at-
home restrictions.
He should be applauded for

doing so.
As for the letter from Prescott

and his colleagues, it was irre-
sponsible. Following its advice
would put Hoosiers in danger.
Lifting restrictions immediately
would potentially negate the pos-
itive impact the stay-at-home
order has made in terms of  slow-
ing the spread of  coronavirus and
saving lives.
We hope the governor read the

letter and promptly discarded it.
That’s the fate it deserved. — R.C.

Letter to governor is way off base

By NARAYANA
KOCHERLAKOTA
Bloomberg Opinion
Unprecedented situa-

tions require unprecedent-
ed actions. That’s why the
Federal Reserve should
fight a rapidly deepening
recession by taking inter-
est rates below zero for the
first time ever.
When Fed officials hold

their regular policy-mak-
ing meeting next week, all
the lights on their dash-
board will be flashing red.
The unemployment rate is
expected to reach double
digits by June. With global
demand cratering, the
Fed’s preferred measure
of  inflation will likely fall
to 1% or even lower by the
end of  the year — well
below its target of  2%.
And in the absence of  a
COVID-19 vaccine, the
malaise will likely persist
well into 2021.
Any Economics 101 stu-

dent knows that in such a
dire situation, the central
bank should cut interest
rates to stimulate growth
and job creation. But as
Chair Jerome Powell reit-
erated last month, the Fed
doesn’t plan to do so in the
foreseeable future,
because a further quarter-
percentage-point cut
would drive the interest
rate it pays on banks’
reserve deposits into nega-
tive territory.
Why the fear of  negative

rates? A decade ago, the
answer would have been
that it was impossible to
go below zero: Banks
would simply avoid the
charges by withdrawing
their reserve deposits and
holding the funds in paper
currency, which pays zero
interest. But economists
now recognize that doesn’t
happen, because it’s costly
to store billions (or tril-
lions) of  dollars of  paper
currency safely. Several
European central banks,
as well as the Bank of
Japan, have successfully
taken interest rates below
zero.
This stimulates con-

sumer demand in the
usual ways: by incentiviz-
ing banks to make loans at
lower interest rates, to bid
up the prices of  financial
assets, and to charge high-
er fees for deposits.
Another of  the Fed’s

concerns about negative
rates has to do with finan-
cial stability — a relatively
new (and completely made
up) responsibility of  cen-
tral banks. Sure, negative

interest rates would help
lower the unemployment
rate from what is likely to
be its highest level since
World War II. But officials
worry that they will also
weigh on banks’ profitabil-
ity, pushing down share
prices and making the
financial system more vul-
nerable to distress. Put
crudely, the Fed is giving
up on unemployment
reductions to help keep
banks and their sharehold-
ers safer.
The Fed is inventing a

trade-off  where none
exists. If  the central bank
really cares about finan-
cial stability, it has many
tools to ensure it. Right
now, for example, it could
block large banks from
paying dividends, a prac-
tice that erodes the capital
they need to absorb losses.
None of  this precludes a
monetary policy focused
on the Fed’s congressional
mandate of  maximizing
employment and keeping
inflation near target.
So, the Fed is left no

good argument against
going negative. Terrifying-
ly high unemployment and
potentially rapid disinfla-
tion are powerful argu-
ments in favor. Next week,
the Fed should take inter-
est rates at least a quarter
percentage point below
zero.

••••••••••
Kocherlakota is a

Bloomberg Opinion colum-
nist.

The Fed should go
negative next week

By MICHAEL S. SAAG
Special to The Washington Post
In Steven Spielberg’s 1975 film

“Jaws,” a great white shark haunts
the beach community of  Amity
Island. Police Chief  Brody declares
the beaches off-limits but is over-
ruled by the mayor. Fourth of  July is
approaching, and all the island busi-
nesses depend on a successful holi-
day weekend. After an innocent tiger
shark is captured, the mayor declares
the problem solved. As vacationers
swarm into the water, the real preda-
tor shark kills a boy paddling on a
raft, and a second round of  panic
floods the island.
Today our country is being

attacked by a predator virus. By the
end of  April, it almost certainly will
have infected more than 1 million
people here, resulting in up to 60,000
deaths. Since early March, most
states have announced “stay at
home” restrictions that are success-
fully flattening the curve of  antici-
pated cases. Though many hospitals
have been stretched to capacity, those
orders averted a catastrophic implo-
sion of  health-care systems and
saved lives.
But stay-at-home policies were

implemented at a high cost. The clos-
ing of  small businesses, restaurants,
bars and other “nonessential” activi-
ties resulted in a huge spike in unem-
ployment, economic hardship for
tens of  millions of  citizens and near-
collapse of  the economy. Pressure is
building for release of  the restric-
tions and a gradual return toward
normalcy.
Ending restrictions without plans

based on sound public health princi-
ples, however, will almost surely
result in a new wave of  cases, putting
us right back where we were in early
March. The virus is lurking just
under the surface of  our frustration.
The vast majority of  Americans
remain susceptible. It doesn’t matter
if  the restrictions are lifted on May 1,
June 1 or July 1 — without reentry

plans grounded in science, we’re
headed for Amity Island outcomes.
Most of  the current state proposals

for reopening society rely on social
distancing, screening workers for
symptoms of  COVID-19, asking those
who feel ill to refrain from coming to
work and frequent hand-washing.
These are nice steps. But since up to
50% of  transmissions of  the virus
occur before symptoms develop, with
the peak time of  transmission begin-
ning in the five to eight hours before
the onset of  symptoms, these safe-
guards are not enough.
The proposed interventions alone

will almost certainly fail and result in
a new surge of  cases. It will take 14 to
28 days for the spike to be noticed, and
probably another week or two for a
second stay-at-home order to be
issued. By that time, the health-care
systems will be once again swamped,
fatigued health-care workers will be
called on to again perform heroic
feats and the cry will go up, “Will this
ever end?”
There’s a better way to reopen soci-

ety — and it’s no secret: It’s testing.
Public health officials use this

approach every day in controlling
infectious diseases such as tuberculo-
sis. It employs aggressive, early test-
ing of  those with symptoms (index
cases), along with isolation and test-
ing of  all those who had close contact
with the index case until their status
is determined. Other countries,
including South Korea, Israel and
Germany, are accomplishing contact
tracing with the aid of  an expanded
workforce and information technolo-

gy. The index cases are treated and
placed in quarantine. This process
minimizes exposure and can allow us
to gradually lift restrictions and
begin safely returning toward nor-
malcy. The final piece of  the public
health approach involves widespread
random testing to identify who has
had prior infection and thus might
have immunity (a condition yet to be
proved, but which seems likely).
The United States has expanded

COVID-19 testing capacity signifi-
cantly in recent weeks, with up to 4
million tests being administered, cur-
rently around 140,000 a day. Unfortu-
nately, estimates summarized by the
Kaiser Family Foundation indicate
that between 500,000 and 4 million
tests daily will be required to manage
the U.S. pandemic. The tests alone
will cost billions per month — and
there will also be the cost of  person-
nel and staffing needed to manage
them. No state can afford its share of
this; the federal government must
act.
In “Jaws,” the rush of  Amity

Island’s mayor to declare the beaches
safe to save the economy without
addressing the real problem — a
predatory shark — led to needless
deaths. Rushing forward to drop stay-
at-home policies without first tack-
ling the greatest need — testing —
will have the same outcome.
It’s going to take a bit more time

and significantly more money. It’s a
national need requiring a national
solution. States can help with stay-at-
home orders, but the federal govern-
ment needs to deliver on testing.
To paraphrase what Chief  Brody

said when he first saw the actual size
of  the shark: We’re going to need a
bigger boat.

••••••••••
Saag is associate dean for global

health and the director of  the Center
for AIDS Research at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham. Follow him
on Twitter @msaagmd.

Rushing would be lethal
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S. Saag
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Ardagh posts quarterly results
Ardagh Group, parent

of  glass container manu-
facturing plants in
Dunkirk and Winchester,
said its first quarter finan-
cial results were in line
with expectations.
Revenue for the quarter

was $1.622 billion,
unchanged from the prior
year. Adjusted earnings
before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amorti-
zation totaled $273 mil-
lion, which was consistent
with the prior year. 
Paul Coulson, chairman

and chief  executive, said
that so far there has been
“no material impact from
COVID-19,” adding, “It is
too early to assess the
macroeconomic impact of
the pandemic.”
Coulson added that

Ardagh’s $1.5 billion in
liquidity is sufficient to
manage the current uncer-
tain environment.
Revenues from glass

packaging were down 1%,
while metal beverage
packaging was up 1%.
North American glass
operations saw a 3% drop
in revenue.

Stay local
Fort Recovery Mayor

Dave Kaup has proclaimed
Thursday, April 30, as
“Support Your Local
Small Business Day.”
“This is our chance as a

community to show our
gratitude and support for
our many local businesses
and let them know we
appreciate the business
opportunities and servic-
es they provide to us year-
round,” Kaup said in a
prepared statement.
“Buy a gift certificate

for use later,” said Kaup.
“All of  these timely pur-
chases will help show our
support to all of  our local
small businesses and we
will be doing our part to
help our businesses to stay
alive.”

Joins Walmart
Walmart has named

Target veteran William
White as its new U.S. chief
marketing officer, AdAge
reported this week.
White has been senior

vice president of  market-
ing at Target since 2013.
Prior to that he was an
executive at Coca-Cola Co.

Income down
First Financial Bancorp

reported first quarter
income down sharply
from the same quarter in
2019.
For the three months,

the banking company,
which has branches in
Portland and Fort Recov-
ery, reported net income
of  $28.6 million, or 29
cents per diluted common
share.  That compares to
net income of  $48.7 mil-
lion, or 49 cents per dilut-
ed common share, for the
fourth quarter of  2019 and
$45.8 million, or 47 cents
per diluted common
share, for the first quarter
of  2019.
The banking company

made a $1 million contri-
bution to the First Finan-
cial Foundation for
COVID-19 relief  during
the quarter.

Down a bit
First Merchants Corpo-

ration, parent of  First
Merchants Bank, this
week  reported first quar-
ter 2020 net income of
$34.3 million compared to
$38.8 million during the
same period in 2019.  
Earnings per share for

the period totaled 62 cents
per share compared to the
first quarter of  2019 result
of  78 cents per share.
Total assets equaled

$12.7 billion as of  quarter-
end and loans totaled $8.6
billion, the company
reported.
The corporation’s

allowance for loan losses
totaled $99.5 million as of
March 31, up from $80.9
million as of  March 31,
2019. 
“The increase of  $18.6

million, or 22.9%, primari-
ly reflects our view of
increased credit risk relat-
ed to the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” the company said
in a press release.  

Watching trends
Mary Meeker, known for

her annual Internet
Trends Report, has issued

a technology trend report
reflecting the impact of
the pandemic.
The report by Bond Cap-

ital was first reported on
the website Axios. Meeker,
a Jay County native, is
Bond’s best-known part-
ner.
Her trend report said

that the pandemic is likely
to have impact similar to
the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake.
"COVID-19 has upended

our modern lives in ways
we’re just starting to
understand,” the report
said.
Meeker foresees an

acceleration of  digital
transformation because so
many are now working
from home. 
The link between new

technology and health
care is also likely to accel-
erate.

"We are optimists and
believe there is hope on
the other side of  despair....
We need government,
business and entrepre-
neurial intervention at
scale (deployed logically
and effectively) to get to
the other side,” the Bond
report said.

Profit down
NextEra Energy Inc.,

parent of  Bluff  Point
Wind Energy Center,
reported a drop in first
quarter profits from last
year’s level.
The company's earnings

totaled $421 million, or 86
per share. That compares
with $680 million, or $1.41
per share, in last year's
first quarter.

Taking toll
COVID-19 is taking a toll

on the clean energy indus-

try, The Denver Post
reported this week.
The Post cited a report

by E2, Environmental
Entrepreneurs that said
106,000 workers lost their
jobs in the clean energy
sector in March.
Colorado lost 1,080

clean-energy jobs, or 1.6%
of  the workforce, The Post
reported, citing data from
the U.S. Department of
Labor.
The Post said Scout

Clean Energy, which
develops, finances and
builds wind and solar
energy installations in 13
states, is concerned about
delays in materials from
other countries and how
uncertainty will affect
financing and the ability
to benefit from the tax
credits on a timely basis. 
Scout is the parent of

Bitter Ridge Wind Farm,

now under construction in
southwestern Jay County.
Mike Rucker, founder

and chief  executive officer
of  Scout, told the Post the
hope is that Congress will
include relief  for the ener-
gy industry in future leg-
islation.

Coming down
Demolition of  the for-

mer Celina Motel has been
given the green light to
make way for a new com-
mercial development, The
Daily Standard has report-
ed.
Celina City Council

approved the appropria-
tion of  $76,300 in revolv-
ing loan funds to pay for
the demolition of  the
problem property.
Lake Edge LLC plans a

$4 million investment in a
commercial development
on that site.

Business
Roundup
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Team effort
The Portland Pizza King team has been busy during the COVID-19 crisis, donating more

than 1,000 meals. Pizzas have been delivered to Persimmon Ridge, Portland, staff and residents
as well as Miller’s Merry Manor, Dunkirk. At least 20 students a week have been picking up free
pizzas Mondays through Fridays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Dunkirk Investment Group
LLC to DRS Properties LLC,
warranty deed — Lot 5, Block 4,
Original Plat of  Dunkirk
Lillian M. Foland and Arvin

R. Foland (deceased) to Lillian
M. Foland, deed affidavit — Sec-
tion 22, Knox Township, 70 acres
Brown Farms and Rentals

LLC to Florence Family Farms
Ltd.,warranty deed — Section
32, Bearcreek Township, 43.47
acres
Brown Farms and Rentals

LLC to Florence Family Farms
Ltd.,warranty deed — Section
32, Bearcreek Township, 15.56
acres
Elliott Family Revocable

Trust to Pioneer Warehousing
LLC, trustee deed — Section 16,
Wayne Township, 14 acres
The Cellular Connection LLC

to Portland 928 LLC, warranty
deed — Lot 6, Outlot 24, Bakers

Addition, Portland
Shirley K. Rogers and Nikki

L. Flaming to Shirley K. Rogers
and Nikki L. Flaming, death
deed — Part of  Outlot 2, Wood-
lawn Park Addition, Portland
Aaron D. Lairson to Makayla

Schlosser, warranty deed —
Part of  parcel Section 8, Wayne
Township David Gierhart and
Jo Ann Gierhart to Parker and
Patricia May, warranty deed —
Section 2, Bearcreek Township,
11 acres
Larry Joe Johnson (deceased)

to James P. and Kristen P.
Schoenlein, personal represen-
tative deed — Section 1, Greene
Township, 20 acres
Larry Joe Johnson (deceased)

to James P. and Kristen P.
Schoenlein, personal represen-
tative deed — Section 1, Greene
Township, 36.78 acres
Larry Joe Johnson (deceased)

to James P. and Kristen P.
Schoenlein, personal represen-
tative deed — Section 1, Greene
Township, 45 acres
Larry Joe Johnson (deceased)

to James P. and Kristen P.
Schoenlein, personal represen-
tative deed — Section 1, Greene
Township, 25 acres
Larry Joe Johnson (deceased)

to James P. and Kristen P.
Schoenlein, personal represen-
tative deed — Section 1, Greene
Township, 40 acres
Larry Joe Johnson (deceased)

to James P. and Kristen P.
Schoenlein, personal represen-
tative deed — Section 1, Greene
Township, 40 acres
Larry Joe Johnson (deceased)

to James P. and Kristen P.
Schoenlein, personal represen-
tative deed — Section 1, Greene
Township, 25 acres
Theodore P. Ferguson to

Theodore P. Ferguson and Laura
K. Emerick, quit claim deed —
Part of  Outlot 3, Fleming Third
Addition, Portland
Theodore P. Ferguson to

Theodore P. Ferguson and Laura
K. Emerick, quit claim deed —
Lot 19 and 1/2 vacated alley,
Jaqua and Hayes Addition, Port-
land
Robert Rickner, Steven Rickn-

er, Donna Rickner Loden,
Donna Loden, Brandy Laxton,
Brandy Fuller, Carolyn Jean
Rickner (deceased) to Matthew
F. and Brandy Sue Laxton, war-
ranty deed — Lot 2, Adair Addi-
tion, Portland
Robert Rickner, Steven Rickn-

er, Donna Rickner Loden,
Donna Loden, Brandy Laxton,
Brandy Fuller, Carolyn Jean
Rickner (deceased) to Matthew
F. and Brandy Sue Laxton, war-
ranty deed — Lot 37, Corwin and

Jaqua Addition, Portland
Ted and Luann Champ to Indi-

ana Michigan Power Company,
easement — Parcel, Section 11,
Richland Township
Jason W. Priest to Heather

Priest, quit claim deed — Lot 23,
Woodlawn Park Addition, Port-
land
Jason W. Priest to Heather

Priest, quit claim deed — Lot 24,
Woodlawn Park Addition, Port-
land
Luther L. McKamey

(deceased) and Janice McKamey
(deceased) to Valerie Laux and
Kimberly Bell, death deed —
Part of  Outlot 25, Lot 21,
Dunkirk Land Company First
Addition, Dunkirk
Valerie Laux and Kimberly

Bell to Scott Ryan Foy, warranty
deed — Part of  Outlot 25, Lot 21,
Dunkirk Land Company First
Addition, Dunkirk

Deeds

By MEAGAN FLYNN
The Washington Post
At his factory just off

the Delaware River, in the
far southeastern corner of
Pennsylvania, Joe Boyce
clocked in on March 23 for
the longest shift of  his life.
In his office, an air mat-

tress replaced his desk
chair. He brought a tooth-
brush and shaving kit,
moving into the Braskem
petrochemical plant in
Marcus Hook, Pennsylva-
nia, as if  it were a
makeshift college dormi-
tory. The casual office
kitchen became a mess
hall for him and his 42
coworkers-turned-room-
mates. The factory’s emer-
gency operations center
became their new lounge
room.
For 28 days, they did not

leave — sleeping and
working all in one place.
In what they called a

“live-in” at the factory, the
undertaking was just one
example of  the endless
ways that Americans in
every industry have
uniquely contributed to
fighting coronavirus. The
43 men went home Sunday
after each working 12-
hour shifts all day and
night for a month straight,
producing tens of  millions
of  pounds of  the raw
materials that will end up
in face masks and surgical
gowns worn on the front
lines of  the pandemic.
No one told them they

had to do it, Braskem
America CEO Mark
Nikolich said. All of  the
workers volunteered, hun-

kering down at the plant
to ensure no one caught
the virus outside as they
sought to meet the rocket-
ing demand for their key
product, polypropylene,
which is needed to make
various medical and
hygienic items. Braskem’s
plant in Neal, West Vir-
ginia, is doing a second
live-in now. The story was
earlier reported in
Philadelphia’s WPVI.
“We were just happy to

be able to help,” Boyce, an
operations shift supervi-
sor and a 27-year veteran
at Braskem America, told
The Washington Post.
“We’ve been getting mes-
sages on social media
from nurses, doctors, EMS
workers, saying thank you
for what we’re doing. But

we want to thank them for
what they did and are con-
tinuing to do. That’s what
made the time we were in
there go by quickly, just
being able to support
them.”
For countless face

masks in America, their
journey from a blob of
chemicals into the hands
of  first responders and
grocery-store clerks likely
began at a plant just like
Braskem’s. 
The company, which

touts itself  as the largest
petrochemical producer in
the Americas, is one of  the
earliest links in the supply
chain, providing a key
ingredient for the person-
al protective equipment
that millions of  people
worldwide now need each

day.
Nikolich said the com-

pany has shifted its pro-
duction lines to focus on
making that key ingredi-
ent, polypropylene, given
the high demand due to
COVID-19. 
The company then sells

the product to clients that
turn it into a nonwoven
fabric, which medical
manufacturers ultimately
use to make face masks,
medical gowns and even
disinfectant wipes, among
other items.
Nikolich estimated that

the Braskem plants in
Pennsylvania and West
Virginia have produced 40
million pounds of
polypropylene over the
past month — enough to
hypothetically make

either 500 million N95
masks or 1.5 billion surgi-
cal masks, if  the material
were only used for that
purpose. (It will also be
used for other PPE such as
the gowns, Nikolich
stressed.)
“It just makes you

immensely proud to be
associated with a team
like that,” Nikolich said.
“They’re operating in a
strange environment 24/7,
365.”
Nikolich said the plants

decided to launch the live-
ins so employees could
avoid having to worry
about catching the virus
while constantly traveling
to and from work, and so
the staff  at the factory
could be closed off  to
nonessential personnel.

Factory was home during ‘longest shift’
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20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
HANDYMAN MIKE
ARNOLD Remodeling;
garages; doors; win-
dows; painting; roofing;
siding; much more. 28
years experience. Free
estimates. 260-251-
2441. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
LARRY VANSKYOCK
AND SONS Siding, roof-
ing, windows, drywall
and finish, kitchens and
bathrooms, laminated
floors, additions. Call
260-726-9597 or 260-
729-7755. 
WENDEL SEAMLESS
GUTTERING For all your
guttering and leaf cover
needs. Call us for a free
quote. Call Jim at 260-
997-6774 or Steve at
260-997-1414. 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

    In order for your

advertisement to

appear in the next

day’s paper, or for

a correction or

stop order to be

made

for an ad already

appearing,

we must receive

the ad, correction

or

cancellation

before

12:00 pm

Monday-Friday.

Deadline for

Monday is 

12:00 pm on the

previous Friday.

Deadline for

The News

and Sun is

3:00 pm Friday. 

The

Commercial

Review

309 W. Main

Portland, Indiana

260-726-8141
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Find it 
Buy It
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(260) 726-8141 

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

  THE 
CLASSIFIEDS

Find it  -Buy It  -Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

Mowing • Trimming
Edging • Tilling • Mulching
Seeding • Gutter Cleaning

Hedge Removal &
Installation

Pressure Washing
Patio/Concrete Sealing

Jacob Stipp
419-953-8604
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STATEWIDE
130 MISC. FOR SALE

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

190 F            ARMERS
200 FOR RENT

STATE                 WIDE
200 FOR RENT

STATE                 WIDE
200 FOR RENT

JEWLERY ONLINE
AUCTION

Starts Monday, April 27,
2020 @ 6PM-Soft Close
starts, Sunday, May 3,
2020 @ 4PM Sarah
Lake, Owner Joan
Rivers; Nolan Miller;

Kenneth Jay Lane; Lee
Sands; and misc. Sale
conducted by Green

Auction 260-589-8474.
See SoldonGreen.com,
HiBid.com for details

and flyers. Rob Green –
AU1950001  

ONLINE AUCTION
Monday, April 26, 2020
@ 6PM- Sunday, May 3,

2020 @ 6PM
Robert (Bob) Schmit

Estate
Furniture; Antiques;

Tools; Household Green
Auction 260-589-8474
Mel Smitley’s Auction-
eering 260-729-2281
See Auctionzip.com or
SoldonGreen.com for
details and flyers.

Rob Green AU19500011
Laci Smitley
AU10600051  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

TIRED OF NON-PAYING
RENTERS? For just
10% of monthly rent/ life
could be 100% better.
Property managing.
Heather Clemmons 765-
748-5066 clemmon-
spropertiesllc.com 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

GENEVA LIMBERLOST
APARTMENTS 1 & 2
Bedrooms, Water &
Trash Included. Rental
Assistance Offered.
Maintenance Free Gar-
den-level Apts. Call
Andrea at 260-368-7900 

220 REAL ESTATE

2-BR W/CEMENT
DRIVEWAY & unat-
tached garage. Both
have a brand new metal
roof. Gas forced air
w/central air, salt-less
water softener. 620 E
Arch, Portland. Call 260-
703-0733 or 260-726-
9625 for private showing.  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
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GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find

in

The Commercial Review Classifieds. 

From a  new car to a new home,

to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call  

260-726-8141

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

  THE CLASSIFIEDS

Find it - Buy It
-Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

BANNERS

40” x 13”
BUY ONE

FOR 
$695
GET 

ONE FOR
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well,

Just Because,
Valentine’s

Day,
and Many
Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 
8 a.m. - 4

p.m.
Custom sizes
available.
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Continued from page 8
“I don’t try to get hit by a

pitch,” he said. No player
in Major League Baseball
had ever been hit more
than three times in a single
contest. “My teammates
think I try to lean into it.”
In the bottom of  the

eighth inning, Williams-
Sutton got another plate
appearance but grounded
into an inning-ending dou-
ble play, but not before foul-
ing off  five consecutive
pitches. One of  them
deflected off  his leg.
Ouch.
“It’s frustrating because

I’m looking out for the
health of  my player,” Tin-
Cap manager Anthony
Contreras said. Williams-
Sutton had missed more
than two weeks in July
with a wrist injury. “You
just want him to be as
healthy as possible, trying
to keep his spirits up and
laugh.”
The four-HBP effort cer-

tainly came at a price.
Heading to the post-game
interview, Williams-Sutton
was hobbling. While he
didn’t have any ice as he
spoke to reporters just out-
side the TinCaps’ club-
house, it was clear he was
in pain.
“Right now I’m just feel-

ing a little down,” he said.
“My arm is hurting, I’m
going to go into the train-
ing room and get some ice

on it. Hopefully I feel better
tomorrow.
“Good thing we have an

off  day tomorrow because
no way I will be able to play
tomorrow,” he joked.
The feat — getting hit by

four pitches in a single
game — was without a
doubt exceptional, even if
it didn’t take much
“effort.” But Williams-Sut-
ton most definitely made
the baseball adage come
true.
No one could have

expected to see such a
game when they got to the
ball park that evening.

Continued from page 8
In Sweden, where soccer

authorities are planning
for a June 14 restart, a
venue official at champion
Djurgarden told the AP
that it would be possible to
limit numbers to 50 if  fans
aren’t allowed in stadiums.
In Switzerland, leaked
plans attained by daily
newspaper Blick this week
stated there should be no
more than 200 essential
staff  at games.
Much depends on the

directives from govern-
ments and the demands of
domestic and international
broadcasters, whose
money clubs increasingly
rely on.
Players and match offi-

cials obviously are on the
list. Each squad for a match

has 18 or 20 players in
major European leagues,
and some back-ups will be
required in case of  late
withdrawals. There is a
four-person team of  match
officials (referee, two assis-
tant referees and a fourth
official), along with a
replacement official.
Then there’s the coach-

ing staff  — managers,
assistants, fitness coaches,
physios and a club doctor.
Other essential people

include a match delegate,
an anti-doping official, offi-
cial photographers and
staff  from broadcasters
(like sound engineers, tech-
nicians, camera crew and
producers), and medical
workers. In England, for
example, there needs to be
four paramedics and an

ambulance driver at every
game.
In a list provided by the

Spanish league while it
planned for games without
fans in March, other
groups getting stadium
access included both
teams’ board of  directors,
community managers,
integrity officials and what
it termed “technical staff
with functions strictly
related to holding the
games,” which could be a
group of  up to a maximum
of  100 people. That could
include caterers, ground
staff, ball boys and girls,
maintenance, ground-safe-
ty officers, people who run
advertising hoardings and
stewards.
The number of  journal-

ists attending would vary

from country to country,
but that could easily be
slimmed down. However,
what’s unlikely to be
altered is the TV set-up for
top European competitions
that generally uses
between 10 and 15 cameras,
plus technicians and inter-
viewers for the host broad-
caster.
When Borussia

Mönchengladbach played
Cologne last month, under
different societal circum-
stances, there were 600 peo-
ple in the stadium, Glad-
bach said. That included
250 media representatives,
200 security staff, 80 play-
ers and team staff  mem-
bers, 50 other club employ-
ees and smaller numbers
of  ball boys and para-
medics.
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Continued from page 8
Ballard gave himself  even more

flexibility by signing defensive tackle
Sheldon Day along with cornerbacks
Xavier Rhodes and T.J. Carrie.
On Wednesday, the Colts re-signed

receiver Marcus Johnson and added
tight end Trey Burton, best known for
throwing the touchdown pass to Nick
Foles on the “Philly Special” in the
Eagles’ Super Bowl victory two years
ago.
Burton spent the past two seasons

with Chicago and will be reunited

with Colts coach Frank Reich, the
Eagles’ offensive coordinator during
their title-winning season. He signed
a one-year deal as he continues to
recover from season-ending hip sur-
gery in December.
“They love pass-catching tight ends

and that’s what I am,” Burton said.
“I’m undersized, I know that, but
blocking is more a mentality so I
think I’ve grown tremendously over
the last four years at this position.”
None of  the three quarterbacks on

Indy’s depth chart — Rivers, Jacoby

Brissett or Chad Kelly — is under
contract beyond this season. Another
receiver or tight end isn’t out of  the
question, either, after injuries deci-
mated the Colts’ receiving corps last
season.
Where else could Ballard look? Per-

haps offensive line. Indy’s five-man
unit has been one of  the league’s best
the past two seasons and all five
starters are back. But longtime left
tackle Anthony Castonzo pondered
retirement earlier this year before
signing a two-year contract.

By KEN MAGUIRE
Associated Press
With tears in her eyes, Nadine

Apetz asked herself  “why not one
more day?”
The German boxer had waited

four years, and a ticket to the
Tokyo Olympics was tantalizing-
ly close when the qualifying tour-
nament in London was suspend-
ed because of  the coronavirus
outbreak.
“One day longer and I might

have had it,” said Apetz, a 34-year-
old welterweight who is studying
for a doctorate in neuroscience. “I
was crying because I was so dis-
appointed. You are so close to
your biggest goal, and it’s all
stopped.”

The pandemic has forced many
Olympic hopefuls to wait it out,
but the delay is particularly
painful for the European boxers
who were on the verge of  qualifi-
cation last month. Several were
only one victory away.
The competition at the Copper

Box was suspended after three
days. A short time later, the
Tokyo Games were postponed for
one year and are now set to open
on July 23, 2021.
“They probably shouldn’t have

started it in the first place,”
Apetz said, citing public health
risks.
Fighters including Apetz, Emi-

lie Sonvico of  France and
Charley Davison of  Britain won

their opening bouts. If  they win
their next one, they’ll qualify.
Likewise, lightweights Luke

McCormack of  Britain and Niko-
lai Terteryan of  Denmark can
qualify in their next bout, while
their welterweight twin brothers
Pat McCormack and Sebastian
Terteryan can guarantee spots
with two more wins each.
The London competition lasted

long enough for 16 boxers to qual-
ify. Among them was British
featherweight Peter McGrail.
“Tokyo 2020 see ya there,” he

wrote on Instagram, followed by
an expletive about the virus.
Sixty-one European spots

remain available.
“It was so painful for me,” the

31-year-old Sonvico, who like
Apetz was scheduled to fight
again on Day 4, said of  leaving
London empty-handed. “It’s diffi-
cult because we have to go back to
training. It’s a lot of  work, a lot of
sacrifice.”
Like other athletes, they also

have practical challenges in lock-
down. Davison, a flyweight who
set aside earlier Olympic aspira-
tions to start a family, trains at
home while co-parenting three
young children.
Apetz is trying to finish her

Ph.D in neuroscience, examining
brain stimulation in Parkinson’s
disease.
Sonvico is an investigator with

the gendarmerie, which conducts

police duties but under French
military jurisdiction. She’s been
on leave while with the national
team, but that was to end soon.
“If  it goes well, I’ll need one

more year,” said Sonvico, who
uses a rowing machine and heavy
bag at home in the south of
France. “It’s a problem. The pres-
ident of  the French (boxing) fed-
eration is asking the gen-
darmerie to see what we can do.”
Both Apetz and Sonvico set

goals for Tokyo only after their
division — welterweight — and
one other was added after the Rio
de Janeiro Olympics. The Tokyo
Games will have five women’s
classes; the men’s divisions were
cut from 10 to eight.

Some boxing hopefuls needed one more day

“It’s frustrating
because I’m
looking out 

for the health
of my player.
You just want
him to be as
healthy as
possible, 

trying to keep
his spirits 

up and laugh.’
—Anthony Contreras,

TinCaps manager

Draft ...

Empty ...

Painful ...
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blasts six homers in
Monday’s installment
of Greatest Games

Visit thecr.com for the 
latest breaking news and

to view photo galleries

Exceptional Efforts

Editors note: In more
than six years, Chris
Schanz has seen his fair
share of  individual per-
formances, whether in a
single contest or over the
course of  a career. In this
“Exceptional Efforts”
series, he will take a look
back at some of  those
standout games or careers.

••••••••••
By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review
One of  the wonders

about the game of  baseball
is the old saying, “Every
time you go to the park you
have a chance to see some-
thing you’ve never seen
before.”
July 22 was most defi-

nitely one of  those days.
I was at Parkview Field

in Fort Wayne, covering
the Fort Wayne TinCaps’
game against the Cedar
Rapids Kernels, an affili-
ate of  the Minnesota
Twins.
Dwanya Williams-Sut-

ton, a 22-year-old native of
Wilson, North Carolina,
was leading the TinCaps
with a .386 on-base per-
centage, and had been hit
by 15 pitches, good for
third in the Midwest
League.
Both of  those numbers

increased on that July
summer evening.
Williams-Sutton, who

the San Diego Padres
drafted in the fifth round
of  the 2018 draft out of
East Carolina, stepped
into the right-handed bat-
ter’s box in the bottom of
the first inning against
Kernel starter Tyler Palm
and drew a five-pitch walk.
One inning later, Palm’s

first pitch of  the at-bat
struck Williams-Sutton on

the left arm with bases
loaded for an RBI hit by
pitch.
Alex Schick’s first pitch

of  the fourth inning also
hit Williams-Sutton on the
left arm.
In the fifth frame, Schick

hit him again.
Another plate appear-

ance. Another hit by pitch.
Another RBI for the  6-foot,
2-inch, 225-pound outfield-
er.
Williams-Sutton went to

the plate in the seventh
inning after Blake Hunt
hit a leadoff  double. In
four trips to the dish,
Williams-Sutton didn’t get
to swing the bat but had
reached base each time.
Of  course he’d want to

finally put the ball in play.
There’s no way he can get
hit again, right?
Nate Hadley’s first offer-

ing missed low and away.
The second pitch was even
closer to the dirt. Hadley’s
third hit Williams-Sutton
square in the left arm.
“It’s frustrating, but

then it’s not,” Williams-
Sutton said after the game.
“The Padres organization
really focuses on on-base
percentage. That’s the
good thing. The bad thing
is not being able to swing
the bat.”
This night, one in which

the TinCaps won 10-2,
Williams-Sutton set Fort
Wayne franchise record
for hit by pitches in a
game. Minor League Base-
ball’s available statistics
only go back to 2005. That
July evening, Williams-
Sutton became just the
sixth MiLB player to be hit
by a pitch four times in
one game.

See Painful page 7

Ouch! TinCap gets painful prize
By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer
INDIANAPOLIS —

The Indianapolis Colts
used the first part of
the offseason to invest
in their defense.
Now it’s time to work

on the offense.
General manager

Chris Ballard started
quickly Friday, grab-
bing Southern Califor-
nia receiver Michael
Pittman Jr. with their
first pick in the NFL
draft at No. 34 overall.
The Colts then traded
up to No. 41 with Cleve-
land to take star Wis-
consin running back
Jonathan Taylor.
“I was almost certain

I was going to be a Colt
today,” Pittman said on
a video conference call.
“That’s why you see the
blue shirt. I thought we
had a good connection
and it felt like it was
the right fit.”
Pittman caught 101

passes for 1,275 yards
and 11 touchdowns for
the Trojans. At 6-foot-4
and 223 pounds, he
gives the Colts a bigger
body to work opposite
Pro Bowl receiver T.Y.
Hilton. Some thought
he might be selected
late in the first round
after running the 40-
yard dash in 4.52 sec-
onds at the scouting
combine in February.
Pittman’s father was

an NFL running back
for 11 seasons with Ari-
zona, Tampa Bay and
Denver.
Indy thought highly

enough of  Taylor it
gave up its original sec-
ond-round pick, No. 44
overall, and a fifth-
rounder to get him.
At Wisconsin, the 5-

10, 226-pound back
became the first player
in Division I history to
top the 6,000-yard mark
in three seasons, fin-
ished his career with
back-to-back 2,000-yard
seasons and was a two-
time Doak Walker
Award winner. 
He impressed scouts

with a 4.39-second 40 at
the combine, though he
also lost 15 fumbles in
college and had an
heavy workload with
926 carries.
After taking Taylor,

Ballard still had the
75th overall pick late
Friday, though with his
proclivity for making
deals to stash extra
picks, he could add
even more. With four
picks remaining over
the next two days, Bal-
lard could go any num-
ber of  directions.
The Colts made their

first big moves last
month by trading a
first-round pick for Pro
Bowl defensive tackle
DeForest Buckner to
fill one glaring need
and signing free agent
quarterback Philip
Rivers to fill another. 
See Draft page 7

Colts
draft
WR, RB

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Dwanya Williams-Sutton of the Fort Wayne TinCaps reacts to being
hit by a pitch against the Cedar Rapids Kernels during a game July 22 at
Parkview Field in Fort Wayne. Williams-Sutton was hit a franchise record four
times in the TinCaps’ 10-2 win against the Kernels.

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Sports Writer
The NCAA Division I Council denied a

request to temporarily waive the mini-
mum number of  sports required to be a
Division I member and delayed a decision
on allowing all college athletes to be imme-
diately eligible one time after transferring. 
The NCAA announced Friday night that

a request made recently by five FBS con-
ference commissioners to waive numerous
Division I requirements for up to four
years would be considered in the coming
weeks. But a blanket waiver permitting
schools to drop below the minimum 16
sports would only be considered on a case-
by-case basis.
The request was made with schools

bracing for tough times as the economic
impact of  the coronavirus pandemic
begins to take a toll athletic departments.
"Higher education is facing unique chal-

lenges, and the Division I leadership
believes it's appropriate to examine areas
in which rules can be relaxed or amended
to provide flexibility for schools and con-

ferences," said Council chairwoman Grace
Calhoun, the athletic director at Pennsyl-
vania. "We will prioritize student-athlete
well-being and opportunities balanced
with reducing costs associated with
administering college sports, but a blanket
waiver of  sport sponsorship requirements
is not in keeping with our values and will
not be considered." 
The transfer waiver working group rec-

ommended in February to allow all ath-
letes to transfer one-time in four years
without sitting out a season. Some sports
already have a one-time transfer excep-
tion, but not football, men's and women's
basketball, hockey and baseball.
The waiver change could have gone into

effect this year, but the council cited the
uncertainty related to the COVID-19 out-
break for delaying a vote. 
The council also recommended the Divi-

sion I Board of  Directors lift the current
moratorium on transfer legislation so the
council could vote on the concept of  a one-
time exception for all transfers in January
2021.

NCAA denies D1 request

By STEVE DOUGLAS and
JAMES ELLINGWORTH 
AP Sports Writers
It will soon be the new

norm, a cold and often
unnerving sight that soc-
cer and many other sports
will have to get accus-
tomed to over the coming
months.
Games taking place in

empty stadiums.
But will these stadiums

actually be empty? Far
from it.
“It’s not about 22 players

walking onto a pitch and
(kicking) a ball about,”
FIFA vice president Victor
Montagliani told The
Associated Press, refer-
ring to what he called the
“phased-in approach” that
soccer — and society as a
whole — will need to take
to get back to normal fol-
lowing the coronavirus
outbreak.
Some teams in Europe

have experience in staging
games without flag-wav-
ing and loudly cheering
fans — be it while serving
a punishment for crowd
trouble or, as was the case

in February and March,
because of  a rapidly
spreading virus that
turned into a pandemic.
Now, almost every club

will be planning for such a
scenario as soccer leagues
start to ramp up prepara-
tions for a resumption
which will be staggered
depending on how well
countries have managed
to contain the virus.
Of  Europe’s major

leagues, Germany appears
to be closest to lifting its
suspension, with some
state governors even hop-
ing to resume games on
May 9. The Bundesliga is
planning to have a maxi-
mum of  213 people in the
stadium — everyone from
players to TV cameramen.
In Britain, which is in

the peak of  the virus out-
break, a return in late
June is the possible —
albeit optimistic — call
from clubs in the Premier
League. One leading club
official spoke of  the need
for at least 300 people at
matches.

See Empty page 7

Empty stadiums?
Not that simple


